
Hello   GPAC!  
 
I   wanted   to   say   thank   you   so   much   for   everything   you   do   and   have   done   during   my   time   with  
Geneseo   Schools!  
 
Also,   I   wanted   to   thank   you   for   the   kind   words   at   the   end   of   the   recent   meeting   and   apologize   for  
having   to   leave   early.  
 
When   I   first   started   teaching   in   Geneseo,   I   rented   a   house   on   N.   Williams   St.   The   first   week   that  
I   lived   in   town,   I   opened   my   porch   door   one   afternoon,   and   saw   a   plate   of   homemade   brownies  
on   my   doorstep.   It   was   from   a   GPAC   parent   (Jami   Melcher).   I   knew   then   that   this   community,  
school   and   boosters   were   special.   When   I   got   the   job   here,   I   told   my   old   band   director   from   my  
middle   school   days   about   my   new   position.   He   was   excited   for   me,   and   immediately   brought   up  
how   great   a   booster   organization   the   Geneseo   fine   arts   department   has.   Other   people   from  
around   the   Quad   City   area   have   commented   over   the   years   about   GPAC,   and   how   much   effort  
and   time   you   put   into   the   organization.  
 
EVERY   SINGLE   time   I   needed   anything,   from   funds   for   6th   grade   band,   to   advice   from   a  
parents’   perspective,   to   refreshments   at   the   beginning   band   concert,   GPAC   has   been   there.  
These   things   have   all   been   accompanied   by   grace,   gratitude,   and   humility   on   the   part   of   the  
organization.   Simply   put,   you   are   THE   BEST!   When   my   band   director   friends   tell   me   how   their  
boosters   are   trying   to   take   over   their   decision   making   abilities,   or   how   they   mismanaged   money,  
or   how   they   can’t   get   volunteers,   I   bite   my   tongue   and   think,   not   GPAC!  
 
I   have   always   loved   this   community   and   the   people   in   it,   which   is   why   I   am   going   to   remain   in  
Geneseo   to   teach   private   lessons   full   time.   While   I   enter   a   new   chapter   in   my   life,   I   will   never  
forget   all   of   the   amazing   interactions   I   have   had   with   Geneseo   music   parents.  
 
Going   forward,   if   any   of   you   need   anything   to   help   the   new   director   (Sara   Hawkins)   to   success,  
or   need   advice   on   purchasing   an   instrument   for   your   child,   or   need   any   advice,   do   not   hesitate  
to   ask.  
 
Wishing   you   the   best   forever!  


